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2019 SAINT AUGUSTINE FILM FESTIVAL  

DESCRIPTIONS FOR LEWIS AUDITORIUM FILMS 

 

ANIMAL HOUSE, John Landis 

USA / 1978 / 109 min / English / Karen Allen Tribute Film   

 

At a 1962 college, Dean Vernon Wormer is determined to expel the entire Delta Tau Chi Fraternity, but 

those troublemakers have other plans for him. 

 

THE ART & TIMES OF FROSTY MYERS, Chris Stearns 

USA / 2017 / 100 min / English / Documentary  

Please note: Frosty and Debra Myers will be in attendance 

 

The Art and Times of Frosty Myers, documents the career of sculptor Forrest “Frosty” Myers over the 

past half-century. Coming to New York City from San Francisco in 1961, he entered a rapidly changing 

art scene. American artists were ripping away established European traditions, replacing them with 

Abstract Expressionism, Pop, Minimalism, Conceptualism, Earth Art, Hard Edge painting and sculpture, 

and embracing Art and Technology.  

The cultural changes of the social justice movements and the anti-war protests were intertwined with 

the daily lives of Frosty and other artists. Their camaraderie at the famed New York City bar, Max’s 

Kansas City, created synergies in art, music and culture. These artists pioneered living and working in 

abandoned lofts and led the urban renewal in what became the downtown scene in lower Manhattan, 

Soho and ultimately Brooklyn.  

Frosty’s wide-ranging works include NYC landmark artwork “The Wall” aka the Gateway to Soho, “The 

Moon Museum” the first art placed on the Moon, and his radical furniture that blurred the lines of art 

and design. Frosty has produced a body of work that pushes all boundaries. 

The above is a ‘peering through a knothole’ snapshot of Frosty.  The film is anything but.  It is a joyous, 

rebellious and nostalgic portrait of a multi-talented artist.   

 

DRIVER, Yehonatan Indursky 

Israel / 2018 / 92 min / Hebrew w/English subtitles / Drama 

Nahman Ruzumni lives on the fringes of the ultra-orthodox community in Bnei Berak. As a "Driver" he 

takes beggars to wealthy people's homes, and helps them find the right way to tell their story in order to 

inspire philanthropy. For his services he gets a cut of the money, and records their stories in his 

notebook. He spends the rest of his nights in makeshift casinos and dining halls where the more 

questionable members of this pious society spend their nights. 

 

But when his wife leaves suddenly, Ruzumni is faced with the responsibility of his nine-year-old 

daughter. Now Ruzumni takes his daughter on his nightly journey, exposing her for the first time to his 
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world. Getting to know his daughter Ruzumni, he remembers the only story he could never tell…his 

own. Together in the dark alleys of Bnei Barak they each find, even if for a short moment, their lost 

childhoods. 

FIDDLIN’ Julie Simone   Sponsored by: Richard & Caren Gorenberg 

USA / 2018 / 96 min / DCP / English / Documentary 

Please note: Producer Vicki Vlasic and musician Martha Spencer will be in attendance 

 

Fiddlin’ is a celebration of true Americana and artistic expression in the face of adversity. This hopeful, 

optimistic film shines a light on what is best about America and shows the uplifting and healing power of 

music. The film is an Old Time and Bluegrass music documentary that takes place at the World's Oldest 

Fiddler’s Convention in the Appalachian Mountains. Wayne Henderson, a world-renowned luthier 

known as the “guitar god,” is a master craftsman and master storyteller. His friendship with 11-year-old 

guitar prodigy Presley Barker shows how closely knit a community of musicians can be. The enduring 

relationship between mentor and prodigy is a testament to music’s power. With multi-generations 

jamming together, we are witness to some off-the-charts pickin’ and fiddlin’. And when the top 10 

finalists are announced in the ultra-competitive guitar competition, we’re in for an exciting and 

unexpected musical climax. Fiddlin’ is authentic, inspiring and humbling. With kids holding instruments 

instead of phones, it almost feels like we have taken a step back in time.  

 

HURLEY Derek Dodge Sponsored by: Porsche Jacksonville 

USA / 2018 / 83 min / BluRay / English / Documentary 

Please note: Hurley Haywood, Steve Hill, Derek Dodge and William Sullivan will be in attendance for a 

Q&A after the film. Some of Hurley’s Porsche race cars will be in the Piazza outside Lewis Auditorium. 

In the world of 1970s motor racing, Hurley Haywood was cool, calm and collected. A five-time 24 Hours 

of Daytona winner, three-time Le Mans winner and Trans-Am champion, Haywood was a Hollywood 

archetype: a strikingly handsome man brought up by an affluent Midwestern family.  Yet Haywood was 

often overshadowed by racing partner and volatile mentor, Peter Gregg—the Batman to his Robin—

whose abrupt death in 1980 shook the sport to its core. And yet Haywood had secrets of his own. 

Despite constant public appearances with women, some that included Penthouse models, he remained 

elusive about his personal life. 

 

With deft use of archival footage and exclusive interviews featuring actor and fellow racer, Patrick 

Dempsey, Hurley reveals a greater insight into Haywood’s tightrope walk between career and sexuality, 

while posing the question—will motorsport ever be ready for openly LGBTQ racers? 

 

OLDEST CITY UNDERWATER, THE   Mallory Hopkins Sponsored by The St. Augustine Film Society; FREE 

on Thursday, January 17th at Lewis Auditorium at 7 p.m. Will be shown with Sinking Cities: Miami. 

USA / 2018 / 14 min / Link / English / Documentary  

Please note: Mallory Hopkins will be in attendance 
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St. Augustine is the oldest city in the country, and on the coast of Northeast Florida. Sea level rise puts 

all of St. Augustine at risk. ‘The Oldest City Underwater’ provides a snapshot of the city the way it is right 

now and why we should work to save it.  

 

RAIDERS OF THE LOST ARK, Steven Spielberg 

USA / 1981 / 115 min / English / Karen Allen Tribute Film 

In 1936, archaeologist and adventurer Indiana Jones is hired by the U.S. government to find the Ark of 

the Covenant before Adolf Hitler's Nazis can obtain its awesome powers. 

 

RETURN OF THE HERO (Le Retour du Heros) Sponsored by: Lynn Nickel, Roy Williams, Paul & Irena 
Logan 
France / 2017 / 91 min / French w/English sub-titles / Comedy Action Adventure 
 
1809…In Napoleon’s army, the charming Captain Neuville is to marry the naive Pauline when the war 

breaks out, forcing Neuville to depart for the battlefield. After not hearing from the captain for months, 

Pauline becomes ill with worry.  Her sister, Elizabeth, devises a plan to write fake letters on behalf of 

Neuville thinking he would never come back. But it all goes south when Neuville reappears. 

In 2011, we opened our Festival with a silent black & white French film, starring an actor unknown to 

most American audience, Jean Dujardin.  He went on to win the Academy Award for Best Actor.  Since 

then he has had some success, but now shines again as the dashing, handsome fraud, Captain Neuville.  

The always wonderful, Melanie Laurent, plays Elizabeth and holds her own against this megawatt talent. 

One of the cleverest films of the year.  The odd couple duo are polar opposites and deliver 

straightforward, over the top, under the radar brilliant performances.  If that seems a bit contradictory, 

sorry but you have to see the film.  Rasmus Bruun portrays Rasmus and won Best Actor in a Foreign Film 

at Tribeca this year. 

SHARKWATER EXTINCTION Rob Stewart Sponsored by: Mark & Kathy Edwards 

Canada / 2018 / 96 min / DCP / English / Documentary 

 

Sharkwater Extinction is a thrilling and inspiring action-packed journey that follows filmmaker Rob 

Stewart as he exposes the massive illegal shark fin industry and the political corruption behind it — a 

conspiracy that is leading to the extinction of sharks. From West Africa, Spain, Panama, Costa Rica, 

France, and even in Florida, Stewart’s third film dives into the often-violent underworld of the pirate 

fishing trade to expose a multi-billion-dollar industry. 

 

Shark finning is still rampant, shark fin soup is still being consumed on an enormous scale, and 

endangered sharks are now also being used to make products for human consumption. Stewart’s 

mission is to save the sharks and oceans before it’s too late. But exposing illegal activities isn’t easy; 

protecting sharks has earned him some powerful enemies. 

Sharkwater Extinction continues the adventure. The crew goes through some of the world’s most 

dangerous fishing ports run by international crime organizations that have infiltrated the fishing 

industry. 
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SINKING CITIES: Miami – FREE Sponsored by The Golden Way; Films That Make A Difference. Will be 

shown at Lewis Auditorium on Thursday, January 17th with The Oldest City Underwater at 7 p.m. 

SONG OF BACK AND NECK, Paul Lieberstein Sponsored by: Pat & Jim Pope  
USA / 2018 / 85 min / English / Comedy 

Fred has a problem.  His back and neck leave him virtually incapacitated on a daily basis.  He has 

developed ways to operate daily tasks while experiencing excruciating pain.  Sound funny?  Well, it is in 

THE SONG OF BACK AND NECK. 

Fred’s dad is a top-flight lawyer in a firm he co-founded decades ago with his legal partner.  Fred is more 

than a bit a schlimazel, loser…but very sweet, attempting to be helpful, but basically a coffee boy at 

daddy’s firm. But Fred has feelings, desires and longs to love and be loved.  When a beautiful married 

woman hires the firm to assist her on what will be a messy divorce, Fred is smitten. This hilarious, and 

somewhat preposterous story will keep you laughing with more than a touch of suspense.  

STARMAN  

USA/ 1984 / 115 min/ English / Drama – Karen Allen Tribute Film 

Answering a NASA message intended for aliens, a space being tries to contact mankind, but an American 

missile grounds his ship. Scrambling, the so-called Starman (Jeff Bridges) inhabits the body of a late 

Wisconsinite and kidnaps the dead man's widow, Jenny Hayden (Karen Allen). Determined to reunite 

with a vessel from his home planet at a predetermined site, Starman and Jenny travel to Arizona. 

Pursued by military officials trying to kill him, Starman forges a lasting bond with Jenny. 

A TREE. A ROCK.  A CLOUD.  Karen Allen  

USA / 2016 / 30 min / DCP / English / Literary Drama 

Please note: Karen Allen will be in attendance and will receive a Lifetime Achievement Award. 

 

Based on the short story by groundbreaking southern American writer Carson McCullers, written when 

she was just 25, the film, “A Tree. A Rock. A Cloud.”, is set at a roadside café in the early morning in the 

Spring of 1947. A young boy and an older man meet by chance. The man relates a luminous tale of 

personal heartbreak and loss, and of his hard-won understanding of the nature of love. 

"I came across this story when I was in my early 20’s. As a young actor I was drawn to Carson 

McCullers as a playwright and novelist at first, and then began to read everything she’d written that I 

could get my hands on. “A Tree, A Rock, A Cloud” always loomed large for me among her many short 

stories, It is a quiet, subtle, mysterious story. It sneaks up on you and has stayed indelibly etched in my 

imagination all these years.  It is a delicate, Zen like passing of wisdom from aN older man to a young 

boy on a rainy day in a roadside café when their two lives unexpectedly intersect. The story, as I see it, is 

flooded with the raw, tangible beauty of the natural world, set in contrast to the complex, intangible 

yearning for love in their interior worlds. I intend to stay very close to the story Carson McCullers wrote 

and to illuminate the characters she has so beautifully drawn in the pages of this story." Karen Allen 
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UNE ANNEE POLAIRE (A Polar Year), Samuel Collardey Sponsored by: Center for Spiritual Living 

Greenland / 2017 / 94 min / Danish & Kalaallisut w/English subtitles / Bittersweet Comedy 

Anders, 28, has just graduated when he leaves his native Denmark to teach at the primary school in  

Tiniteqilaaq, a tiny village on Greenland's remote East coast.  As soon as he arrives, he finds himself at 

odds with tightly-knit locals. Only through a clumsy and playful trial of errors can Anders shake his Euro-

centric assumptions and embrace their snow-covered way of life. In France, they call this a 

documentary, as it is a true story and the actors are playing themselves in the recreated story. 

THE UNICORN Robert Schwartzman Sponsored by Entire Inc. 

USA / 2018 / 88 min / DCP / English / Comedy 

Please note: Robert Schwartzman will be in attendance 

 

An indecisive couple facing the fourth year of their engagement finally decides to take the next big step 

and have a threesome. 

 

YEAR BY THE SEA, A Alexander Janko  

USA / 2016 / 114 min / English / Comedy-Romance-Drama. A Karen Allen Tribute Film 

Karen Allen stars as a woman hoping to reclaim who she was before marriage and children. An empty 

nester retreats to Cape Cod where she embarks upon a quest to set herself free. Based on the book by 

Joan Anderson. 

 


